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Question: "Why does God allow natural disasters, i.e. earthquakes, 
hurricanes, and tsunamis?" 
 
This seems to be an age old question among believers and non believers 
alike.  Especially after what has recently occurred in Haiti. 
 
Tragedies such as the 2004 tsunami in Asia, Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the 
2008 cyclone in Myanmar, and the 2010 earthquake most recently in Haiti 
cause many people to question God’s goodness.  It is distressing that natural 
disasters are often termed “acts of God” while  “no credit” is given to God for 
years, decades, or even centuries of peaceful weather.  God created the whole 
universe and the laws of nature (Genesis 1:1).  Most natural disasters are a 
result of these laws at work.  Hurricanes, typhoons, and tornadoes are the 
results of divergent weather patterns colliding.  Earthquakes are the result of 
the earth’s plate structure shifting.  A tsunami is caused by an underwater 
earthquake. 
 
The Bible proclaims that Jesus Christ holds all of nature together 
(Colossians 1:16-17).  Could God prevent natural disasters?  Absolutely!  
Does God sometimes influence the weather?  Yes, as we see in 
Deuteronomy 11:17 and James 5:17. Numbers 16:30-34 shows us that 
God sometimes causes natural disasters as a judgment against sin.  The book 
of Revelation describes many events which could definitely be described as 
natural disasters (Revelation chapters 6, 8, and 16).  Is every natural 
disaster a punishment from God?  Absolutely not. 
 
In much the same way that God allows evil people to commit evil acts, God 
allows the earth to reflect the consequences sin has had on creation.  
Romans 8:19-21 tells us, “The creation waits in eager expectation for the 
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sons of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  The fall of 
humanity into sin had effects on everything, including the world we inhabit.  
Everything in creation is subject to “frustration” and “decay.”  Sin is the 
ultimate cause of natural disasters just as it is the cause of death, 
disease and suffering. 
 
We can understand why natural disasters occur.  What we do not understand 
is why God allows them to occur.  Why did God allow the tsunami to kill 
over 225,000 people in Asia?  Why did God allow Hurricane Katrina to 
destroy the homes of thousands of people?  For one thing, such events shake 
our confidence in this life and force us to think about eternity.  Churches are 
usually filled after disasters as people realize how tenuous their lives really are 
and how life can be taken away in an instant.  What we do know is this: God 
is good! Many amazing miracles occurred during the course of natural 
disasters that prevented even greater loss of life.  Natural disasters cause 
millions of people to reevaluate their priorities in life.  Hundreds of millions 
of dollars in aid is sent to help the people who are suffering.  Christian 
ministries have the opportunity to help, minister, counsel, pray, and lead 
people to saving faith in Christ!  God can, and does, bring great good out of 
terrible tragedies (Romans 8:28). 
 

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor John 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

FOREST ROAD?    

 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 

Please mark your calendar for the FRUMC Annual Spaghetti Dinner 

scheduled for Friday evening, February 12, 2010 in the Fellowship Hall.  

The menu consists of unlimited spaghetti, salad bar, bread, drinks and 

desserts.  Carry outs will be available.  The cost is $8.50 for adults and 

$3.00 for children and children 3 and under are free. 
 

 
 

 

 

TALENT SHOW 
 

Our Annual Talent Show is scheduled for Saturday evening, February 20
th

 

at 7:00 PM.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Steve 

Driskill. 
 
 

 
 
 

Meals on Wheels would love your participation in the “Souper Bowl 

of Caring” on Sunday, February 7
th

.  Please donate $1.00 as you leave 

the worship service that day to help cover the cost of hot nutritious home 

delivered meals for those in need in our community. 
 
 
 
 



Contributions Given to Church Members and Loved Ones 
 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Memory of Lewis Earl Perdue 
Given by The J.O.Y. Club 

 
In Memory of Lewis Earl Perdue 

Given by The Ladies Christian Fellowship Class 
 

In Memory of Earl Perdue 
Given by Skeeter and LaVaughn Phillips 

 
In Memory of Lewis Earl Perdue 

Given by Estelle Howard 
 

In Memory of Earl Perdue 
Given by Bob and Jean Pratt 

 
 

CONTINGENCY FUND 
 

In Memory of Lewis Earl Perdue 
Given by Foster Electric Company, Inc. 

 
In Memory of Earl Perdue 
Given by V&T Café & Grill 

 
In Memory of Frances Church Craig 

Given by The United Methodist Women 
 

In Memory of Earl Perdue 
Given by Eloise Phillips 

 
 

In Memory of Earl Perdue 
Given by David and Jane Widgeon 

 
In Memory of Lewis Earl Perdue 

Given by Friends and Neighbors of Earl: 
Robbie Garbee 

Howard Campbell 
Gary and Judy Smith 

Shirley Hawkins 
Robert and Wanda Cracker 

Rich and Carolyn Grant 
Larry and Dot White 
Gary and Faye Bush 
Butch and Sue Barley 

Edith Barley 
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“HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PASTOR” 
 

Rev. John H. Kinnard 

1058 High Grove Lane 

Forest, VA  24551 

 

Home # 434-534-6141 

Cell # 434-258-4752 
 
 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH WEBSITE 

www.forestroadumc.org 

 FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

http://www.forestroadumc.org/


Please keep Earl Perdue’s Family in your  
Thoughts and Prayers 

 

Lewis Earl Perdue  

 

Lewis Earl Perdue, 87, of Lynchburg, passed peacefully with his family at 
his bedside on Friday, Jan. 8, 2010, in Lynchburg General Hospital after a 
12- year battle with cancer. He was the husband of the late Marie Walker 
Perdue.  
 
Mr. Perdue was born March 15, 1922, in Lynchburg, a son of the late 
Lewis Galloway Perdue and the late Mabel Ruth Redmond Perdue. He 
was a lifelong member of Forest Road United Methodist Church. He 
proudly served our country in the U.S. Army during World War II. He 
was a longtime member of the Forest Hill Ruritan Club and a member of 
the Benevolent Order of Elks. 
 
Despite the fact that he left school at an early age, he studied hard 
through correspondence classes and learned the electrical trade. This 
hard work resulted in two very successful businesses; he was co-founder 
of Perdue & Walker Electrical Contractors and was the president of L.E. 
Perdue & Sons Electrical Contractors.  
 
Mr. Perdue had a green thumb and enjoyed hunting, but most of all, he 
loved his family. He was a man of wisdom, honorable integrity and 
strong will. Mr. Perdue was a good man who never complained. 
 
He is survived by two sons, Danny Perdue and his wife, Delores, of 
Lynchburg and Keith Perdue and his wife, Diane, of Smyrna, Tenn.; five 
grandchildren, Rachel Perdue and Adam Perdue and his wife, Melissa, all 
of Smyrna, Tenn., James Perdue and his wife, Meg, of Tulsa, Okla., Brian 
and his wife, April, and Todd Perdue and his wife, Tammy, all of 
Lynchburg; seven great-grandchildren, Jack, Joe, Caleb, Cassidy, Hunter, 
Maddie and Landon; two sisters, Elaine Perdue Coffey, of Lone Pine, 
Calif., and Elizabeth Perdue Robertson, of Fresno, Calif.. 
 
In addition to his wife and parents, he was preceded in death by two 
sisters, Evelyn Perdue Frady and Edith Perdue Wilson. 

The family received friends from 3 to 5 p.m. on Jan. 10, 2010, at Tharp 
Funeral Home, Lynchburg. 
 
A funeral service was conducted at 11 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 11, 2010, at 
Forest Road United Methodist Church, with the Rev. John Kinnard and 
the Rev. A. Howell Franklin officiating. Interment followed at Fort Hill 
Memorial Park with military honors provided by American Legion Post 
16. 
 
The family would like to extend a special thanks to Dr. John L. MacNeill 
and the oncology nursing staff at Lynchburg General Hospital. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made to Forest Road United Methodist 
Church, 2805 Old Forest Road, Lynchburg, VA 24501; or The Alan B. 
Pearson Cancer Center, 1920 Atherholt Road, Lynchburg, VA 24501.  
Tharp Funeral Home was assisting the family. 
 
 

During these past weeks, our hearts have been so very heavy as we 
watched our dad struggle through his final days with us here on earth.  
As we held to him as he left us and faced our Almighty Father as he 
entered into the Kingdom of Heaven, our hearts were relieved that he no 
longer had to deal with the pain and suffering he endured as a result his 
disease.  However now we deal daily with the overwhelming hurt as we 
continue to comprehend the reality that we no longer have him 
physically here with us.   Because of you, our church family and friends, 
our emotions have been comforted by your support with prayers, cards, 
phone calls, and visits as we deal with our loss.  To the ladies, the lunch 
that was provided by you after the service was awesome.  The food was 
delicious and over-flowing plus the time to fellowship with family and 
friends was so much appreciated.  The plant that was sent by the church 
is a beautiful symbol of the love and caring from our church family.  We 
shall always remember and be grateful for the wonderful people here at 
Forest Road United Methodist Church.       
 
      In God’s Love, 
      The Family of Earl Perdue 
      Danny & Delores 
      Keith & Diane  
      And families   



UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

 

3 Worship Team Meeting    5:30 PM 
6 United Methodist Women Meeting  11:00 AM 
12 Spaghetti Dinner     5:00 PM 
16 J.O.Y. Club Meeting     11:00 AM 
20 Talent Show      7:00 PM 
 

Choir Practice every Wednesday Evening at 6:00 PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING OVER  
THE PAST MONTH 

 

          January 3, 2010 

Attendance:           48                  Offering:    $4,386.00 

             January 10, 2010 

Attendance:           57               Offering:    $2,057.25 

          January 17, 2010 

Attendance:           100                Offering:    $3,231.00 

                                              January 24, 2010 

Attendance:           55                    Offering:    $1,397.00 
 

 

 

Attendance and Offering for January 31
st
 will be 

posted in next monthôs newsletter 

 

 

Prayer List for Members 

Bill Arrington     Mallory Driskill 

Samantha Morrison    Evelyn Bradley 

Sharon Gorton     Debbie Thompson 

Dot Ashworth     June Denson Peters 

Elizabeth Howard    C.A. (Butch) Bailey 

Bob and Gina Cates    Sallie Farris 

Gail Ruble     Vera Feagans 

David Widgeon    Virginia Hayden 

Donnie and Jacob Korona   Chris Childress 

Shirley Hopper    Donna Kinnard 

Roberta Adams    Patti Childress 

George Sprouse    Edith Callahan 

Charles Walker     

 

Prayer List for Friends 

Elaine Burnette     Paul Hopper 

Boyd Royer      Myrtle Christian 

Louis R. Redd      Jason Keys 

Lloyd Stinnett      Reinhard Schultz 

Sharon Gortonôs Mother    Janice Daniels 

Richard and Stephanie LaPorte    Ruth Elmer   

Ryan Michael LaPorte    Charles Mills 

Richard Hopper     Daniel Scott 

Betty Langeôs Father     Donnie Bush 

Mike Burnette (Estelle Howardôs Nephew)  June Weeks 

Anthony Ficchi (Gina Catesô Nephew)  Patti Childressô Sister 

Rance Dunn (friend of Ed Anderson)   Robert Klousse 

All Soldiers & Our Nationsl Leaders   Terry Ford   

 

    

Those that are Shut-inõs and in Nursing Homes: 

Mary Frances Reynolds The Carrington (Room 110A) 

Dorothy Ashworth  Medical Care Center (Room 324A) 

Arlene Hackett  Medical Care Center (Room 313B) 

Elaine Allen   The Summit (Room 124) 

Christine Padgett  The Summit 



BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY Upcoming B- Dayõs in March :  
       
2 Eleanor Carwile  4 Susan White 
6 Robert Pratt    David Phillips 
7 Christine Padgett  8 Charles Adams 
9 Rose Tengstrand   Daryl Gorton 
11 Laura Powell   
13 Elaine Allen 
22 John Kinnard 
23 Dorothy Ashworth 
24 Nicholas West 
26 Elizabeth Creger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

I N FEBRUARY 

 
   6 Earl and Flora Driskill 
   11 Owen and Peggy Tomlinson 
   13 Leighton and Patti Childress 
   22 Skeeter and LaVaughn Phillips 
    Dallas and Tina Stanley 

LAITY PARTICIPATING IN FEBRUARY 
 WORSHIP SERVICE  

 

 

 

USHERS 

 
Bill Arrington - Captain 

 
  Owen Tomlinson  Charles Adams 

Wayne Williams  Charles Walker 
Marvin Owen   

   
 
 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS  
 

Gail Ruble ð Sunday School 
 
   7 Jean Pratt 
   14 LaVaughn Phillips 
   21 Katherine Duncan 
   28 Delores Perdue 
    

   

 
 

 GREETING OUR VISITORS THIS MONTH  é 

 
1st Sunday:  Roberta and Charles Adams 
2nd Sunday:  Shirley and Wayne Hopper 
3rd Sunday:  Susan White and Jean Pratt 
4th Sunday:  Skeeter and LaVaughn Phillips 
 



 

 

 
  

 

                                                              By Sherry 
              

 

 

“IN HONOR OF VALENTINE’S DAY …. 
WHAT DOES LOVE REALLY MEAN?” 

 
A lot of people look forward to Valentine’s Day.  Why?  Well, because your 
love is expressed by giving candy, cards, flowers and stuffed animals.  We all 
enjoy getting those types of gifts on that day … who wouldn’t?    
 
During these past several weeks, I feel love is not shown and expressed at 
what gifts we receive but it comes from deep inside …. heart and soul.  This 
came very easy to me when those eight innocent people in Appomattox 
County lost their lives for no apparent reason. 
 
This is very personal to me.  I went to school with Karen Quarles and was in 
the E.C. Glass Marching Band with her.  Not only did I go to school with 
her, but a developed a very special friendship with her brother Steve which 
was a year older than I and to this day, we still remain good friends.   
 
When I went to the funeral home for visitation for this family, I could not 
help but feel the hurt and pain these people were enduring.  I sat and thought 
that this so easily could have been my family.  How would I continue on 
without my family in my life?  But, I also felt the love of God and his 
presence in that room and how He was laying His healing hand on their 
hearts. 
 
This has really bothered me personally since that horrific accident and it 
really makes me think how much I really love my family and friends from 
deep inside through heart and soul.  Enjoy your Valentine’s Day!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


